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It Is always a pleasure to speak with Gary S. Pratt; he’s just 
so darn genuine! An award-winning singer/songwriter who draws 
upon his military and ranching experience, Gary is a working cow-
boy/rancher, a father and husband, a rising star actor, and a very 
fine musician. Pratt manages all ranching operations for the Chick-
asaw Nation and lives in Davis, Oklahoma with his beautiful wife, 
Melissa and adorable daughter, Baylee, who plays a mean harmoni-
ca.  His son, Heath and his wife live in Oklahoma City and just had 
their first child, Gary’s first grandchild.

When asked how he got started in music he replied, “I lost a job!” 
Pratt went on to explain he had written music pretty much all of his 
life, but he never performed. He was working as a Line Tech with 
Quest out of Denver. They got bought out, their stock plummeted 
and he lost his job. He was a bit hesitant to tell his story publicly—“I 
was kicking around the barn, out of sorts so I prayed to God for 
guidance. And a light went off, ‘Do something with your music.’” 
So he grabbed his guitar, made a cd with Doyle Ellis of Ellis Sound 
Productions, Durant, Oklahoma and mailed it off to everyone he 
knew including Jim Gray, who at that time owned Drovers Mercan-
tile in Ellsworth, Kansas. Gray liked it well enough that he forward-
ed it to a Cowboy Gathering in Lawrence, Kansas. And they liked it, 
too! Pratt’s first thirty-minute show was at their 2003 event.

It was a great decision. After the show a guy in a checkerboard shirt 
name of Ernie Rodina said to Pratt, “That was good. We need a cow-
boy musician, wanta work?” Rodina represented Purina Mills. That 
was the beginning of a long and fruitful relationship for both the 
company and Gary. Purina Mills hooked him up with Pastor Steve 
Stafford of Risen Ranch Cowboy Church. They toured ‘round the 
Country together for six years sponsored by Purina and John Deere. 
“Leading people to God through cowboy music, it doesn’t get any 
better than that!” declares Pratt. I don’t think it does, either. (I love 
this story!)

In addition to his numerous performances across the Midwest, Gary 
has appeared in two rfd-tv series, and the Extreme Cowboy Race.  
He has also appeared in several television commercials for Ford 
Trucks, along with four films, Black Marshall: The Hunt for Dozier 
(2002) and Trail End (2007), for which he composed the title song 
“Trail End.” Pratt says, “working with Barry Corbin in Trail End is 
one of the highlights of my career.” Since then he has begun racking 
up the movie credits. Working as a wrangler in the upcoming film 
Chickasaw Rancher (2020) gave him an opportunity to work with 
one of the finest crews in the industry. He’s also the country singer 
(who’s surprised?) in Sleeping in Plastic (2019).

On a personal note, he says Howard, Murph, Red, Don and Dan 
are men in the industry that he truly admires. He’s talking about 
greats here — Howard Keel, Michael Martin Murphey, Red Steagall, 
Don Edwards, and Dan Roberts. He talks to the Keel and Corbin 
Families on a regular basis. He says to me that he also had the plea-
sure of performing with Lynn Anderson and Jean Shepard as well as 
Murphey. Nice circle of pals there, Gary!

Music-wise, Pratt has pro-
duced five studio albums. You 
can download ‘em all here: 
www.garyspratt.com scroll 
down and click on “Music.” Pratt’s achievements include the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum’s 2008 Wrangler Award for 
Outstanding New Artist Award. (For those of you who do not know, this 
is a BIG deal!) He is also a touring artist with the Oklahoma Arts Council 
since 2004. The Arts Council’s Touring Program presents workshops 
and concerts across the state.  Pratt has been sponsored by Twisted X 
Boots since 2005. Gary likes to point out he is the first performer Twisted 
X has sponsored; they’ve been a team for 15 years now. We are so blessed 
he loves the Cowboy Way Jubilee – he’s appeared every year.

caleb MartIn has over 20 movie credits. He and Pratt met on the set 
of Chickasaw Rancher and a friendship was born. Martin is known for 
his natural acting talent, likable personality, and outstanding work ethic 
(typical cowboy). He was a 2015 SHINE graduate of Actors, Models, & 
Talents for Christ (AMTC) and recently completed filming Chickasaw 
Rancher (2020) by Chickasaw Nation Productions. He also appears in 
Sinjar:  Valley of the Shadow by Amor Domini Productions. An experi-
enced and professional horseman, Martin competes on the rodeo circuit 
as an Award-Winning Team Roper (since age nine). Recently he has had 
the opportunity to use his horse riding and stunt skills in film projects. 
Musically, Caleb loves singing country and gospel music. He plays multi-
ple instruments, including: acoustic guitar, harmonica, ukulele, and con-
certina accordion. Hopefully he’ll share some of his roping skills as well 
as musical talent with us! ★ 

BANG! 
with W. Owen Truitt

will return next issue. Please say an extra prayer for Oren and his 
family. His mother passed away recently and his father just had 
a stroke. This on top of other family issues. We are grateful for 
Oren — his contributions and support of the Cowboy Way and 
the Jubilee. Thanks Oren, hang in there! See ya next issue! ★
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